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July 2023
Dear Parents,

On behalf of our preschool teachers, Ronda Kruger, Kristy Droll, and Salina Ross, assistant teachers, Staci Ruskusky, Tammy Lehr, Arianna Hankins and the Board of Directors, and elementary principal Brian Sammons, I wish to say “Welcome!” to the Grundy Community Preschool & Childcare Center.  We are very anxious to get to know you this year.  You will find a lot of opportunities to meet and work with others through our fun times - - fundraisers, cleaning days, open houses, special days in preschool classes and parties.  In fact, this whole year will be special because your children are part of our thirty-sixth year of operating as a community non-profit preschool and childcare center!

Preschool is a wonderful way to set the pace for what we would hope to be a lifelong love of learning.  We create an environment filled with socially and developmentally appropriate learning experiences for children, thus providing a much-valued “successful” first experience in a school setting.

As professionals, we are dedicated to the nurturing of all children; especially those placed in our care.  We value the trust you place in us at this delicate time in your child’s development.  

This handbook is intended to be used as a reference.  After you have read it thoroughly, please keep it for the year to answer your questions when they arise.  You will also receive monthly newsletters created by the teachers to keep you informed as to the curriculum your child is exploring and special events in which they will participate.  If you need assistance in reading or translating our communications with you, please contact the classroom teacher and she will make arrangements with community resources such as the local school district, AEA, or language line to assure translations are made for your family.

A child’s attitude toward school is greatly influenced by parental involvement and excitement about school, so please feel free to share with us your views and your child’s views about the program. 

With questions or encouragement, call the office at 825-3565 or the classroom at 825-6257.  Your child’s teachers can also be reached by email – Mrs. Droll at kdroll@spartanpride.net, Miss Kruger at rkruger@spartanpride.net, and Mrs. Ross at sross@spartanpride.net.  Our communication with you is of vital importance to us as we work together in your child’s early education. 

Sincerely,

Kim Brower, Director

Goals and Philosophy 
Grundy Community Preschool and Childcare is a non-profit, community organization dedicated to providing quality early childhood education and care to the families of Grundy Center and the surrounding communities.  It is operated by 9-15 member board of directors made up of parents, educators, and community members.  The board sets policy, hires staff, and works to insure the long-term success of the center in the community.  We are a verified State Wide Verified Preschool Program (SWVPP) and are a preschool community partner with Grundy Center Community Schools.
It is the goal of GCP&CC to provide a stimulating atmosphere in which your child can grow and develop.  In our preschool, we help your child:


-- become more aware of him or herself as well as the world around us

-- enjoy playing with other children and appreciate what they have to offer

-- develop physically through the use of large and small muscle activities

-- enhance his or her enjoyment of music, art, literature, math skills, reading skills,


    and science through various hands-on experiences and various art media

We are a child-centered school.  A child’s self-concept is extremely important to us.  There are many factors affecting the total growth of a child (social, emotional, physical and intellectual).  Each child matures at his or her own rate and not always at the same rate in each area.  Using Creative Curriculum as a framework, we plan to provide first hand experiences to meet his or her needs and give each child a good start toward reaching his or her potential.  (QPPS 2.1, 4.2, 6.1, 10.1)
Admission Policies 
It is the policy of the Grundy Center Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator Dan Breyfogle, Assistant Principal, 1301 12th Street Grundy Center, Iowa 50638, 319-825-5449, and email dbreyfogle@spartanpride.net  

Office for Civil Rights, Chicago Office U.S. Department of Education John C. Kluczynski Federal Building 230 S. Dearborn Street, 37th Floor Chicago, IL 60604 Telephone: (312) 730-1560 Facsimile: (312) 730-1576 Email: OCR.Chicago@ed.gov Note: District 7 Office of Civil Rights address change: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, Wisconsin  
In order for a student to enroll in our SWVPP 4 year old Preschool program the child must be an Iowa resident and be 4 years old by September 15th.  In order for a student to enroll in our 3 year old program the child must be an Iowa resident and be 3 years old by September 15th unless the child is a special education student.  In order for a special education student to enroll, they must have an IEP and be at least 3 years old.

To comply with state licensing requirements, it is necessary for parents to provide the preschool with:

-- general information sheet, including the name of someone other than the parent who 

    can be contacted in the event of an emergency.  

-- medical information sheet signed by a physician

-- up-to-date immunization card signed by both parent/guardian and physician with sources of     

    immunizations to be listed.

These forms must be completed and turned in before your child attends class.  For children returning to preschool a second or third year, an updated form must be on file which includes any changes from the previous form as well as a signature of a health official indicating that your child is able to attend our center.  This information will remain confidential and shared only with teachers, families, and licensing officials.  4-year-old information will also be shared with the Grundy Center School District. (QPPS 1.7, 10.8)
Student Accessibility Plan
Children with any level of physical ability are welcomed at our preschool.  In cases where it may be difficult for a child to access an area due to the physical layout of the building, the staff will manually assist the child in order to enter the desired area.  The preschool teachers will discuss this assistance plan with the caretakers of the child.

Toilet Training

Children who attend the 3 year old Preschool program must be toilet trained unless the student is a special education student with an IEP in which case communication between the family and the teacher will occur prior to school starting to help the school make a plan on what toileting needs are and how the teacher can support the student with these needs.  Families with a child eligible to attend the 4 year old program who is inconsistently using the toilet will communicate with the teacher prior to school starting to discuss a plan on toileting needs and how the school can support that plan.
Grievance Policy
In the event of a complaint against the daycare worker, preschool assistant teacher, or the preschool teacher, communication of that complaint needs to be given to the director who will share that information with the Grundy Center school district program administrator.  In the event of a complaint against the director, the complaint is to be taken to the president of the GCP&CC Board of Directors who will share that information with the school district program administrator.  If the complaint needs to be dealt with further, it shall be presented to the full GCP&CC Board of Directors and the school district program administrator by the president for discussion.  The GCP&CC Board’s decision is final. (QPPS 10.7)

Licensing

The Area Child Care Consultant from the Department of Human Services as well as the District Fire Marshall and Public Health Nurse inspects our school each year.  These inspections guarantee to you as parents that this preschool meets state standards for health, safety, and programming.

It is necessary to make you aware that, as required by the State Code of Iowa #235A, “certified school employees, employees of a licensed day care facility” are considered mandatory reporters of suspected child abuse.  It is the responsibility of the Human Services Department to make any further investigation should such a situation arise.  

The Preschool follows the recommended accreditation requirements for class sizes and ratios.  In the 3-year-old classroom the ratio is 1:8 and in the 4/5 year old classroom the ratio is 1:9 and class size is limited to 20. (QRS) (QPPS 10.4)

In the rare occurrence a child needs assistance in the bathroom and there is not enough staff to remain within teacher to student required ratio, the preschool staff will contact the elementary building so a highly qualified staff member may come to the preschool building to assist.

Attendance and Illness


We encourage regular attendance at preschool.  Our curriculum is derived from well planned units and your child will benefit from the continuity of objectives in these units if he/she attends on a consistent basis.  If a child is going to be absent or ill, we would appreciate being notified at your earliest convenience.  If you know you are going to be out of town, please send a note or notify the teacher the previous class time.  In case of illness, you may call the classroom at any time as we have voice messaging.  SWVPP attendance is reported to the state of Iowa.  If you do not notify the Preschool prior to his/her absence the absence is considered truant/not excused.
In fairness to your child and others, if your child is ill s/he should be kept home.  If the staff feels that the child’s health is such that he should not attend, he will not be admitted.  NO MEDICATION WILL BE ADMINISTERED BY THE STAFF UNLESS A PERMISSION SLIP IS SIGNED BY THE PARENT stating the child’s first and last name, date medication was filled, period of use, name of the medicine, dosage, and times to be given and the medication is provided in the original packaging.  Medications are stored in a locked medication box.  A health plan will be completed for any child with a life-threatening condition.  A child with head lice will not be admitted until the de-lousing shampoo has been administered and nits removed.  If a child is sent home with head lice, the staff will check him before being readmitted.  (QPPS 5.8, 10.5)
Health Policies
Our policy is set up to protect the children against the spread of illnesses.  Hand washing is the best source of protection against illness.   Each child must have an annual physical exam or obtain a statement of health condition and an up to date immunization record.  Please keep the staff informed of any changes in your child’s health and/or eating habits.  (example: a child who develops an allergy or an infant changing formula, teething, immunizations, etc.).  An emergency care plan is kept on file for all children with a food allergy or any condition that regularly requires medication or technology support.  (QPPS 10.5)
Children who are ill should not be brought to the center.  Children should be able to participate in daily activities, not compromise the health and safety of other children, or demand greater care than staff can provide.  Alert the staff if your child has been exposed to a communicable disease.  We do not have the staff or facilities to care for a child if they are too ill to participate in regular activities.  Please remember if your child is too sick to go outside, they are too sick to be at the center.  A child may not attend child care or may be sent home if the following conditions exist:

A.  The illness prevents the child from participating comfortably in the activities planned.

B. The illness results in a greater care need than the staff can provide without compromising the health and safety of the children.

C. The child has any of the following conditions:

· Fever, accompanied by behavior changes or signs or symptoms of illness until medical professional evaluation finds the child able to return to the center.  Temperature should be normal for at least 12 hours in order for the child to return.

· Symptoms or signs of possible severe illness such as unusual lethargy, uncontrolled coughing, inexplicable irritability or persistent crying, difficulty breathing, wheezing, or other unusual signs for the child.

· Uncontrolled diarrhea, the child will be sent home after 3 diarrhea bowel movements.  The child must stay home a period of a full 24 hours after they have had a diarrhea bowel movement.

· Blood in stools not explainable by dietary change, medication, or hard stools

· Vomiting illness (may return after vomiting has stopped for 24 hours)

· Mouth sores with drooling unless a health care provider determines the condition noninfectious

· Rash with fever or behavior changes

· Pink or red conjunctiva with white or yellow discharge until 24 hours after treatment

· Scabies, head lice, or other infestation until 24 hours after treatment

· Tuberculosis until medically cleared by a physician

· Impetigo until 24 hours after treatment

· Strep Throat or other streptococcal infection until 24 hours after initial antibiotic treatment and cessation of fever

· Chickenpox until 6 days after onset or rash or until all sores have dried and crusted

· Pertussis until 5 days of appropriate antibiotic treatment has been completed

· Mumps until 9 days after onset of parotid gland swelling

· Hepatitis A virus until 1 week after onset of illness or as directed by the health department when passive imunoprophylaxis has been administered to appropriate children and staff

· Measles until 6 days after onset of rash

· Rubella until 6 days after onset of rash

· Unspecified respiratory tract illness

In the event of a communicable disease outbreak, such as strep throat or chickenpox, a note will be sent home in your child’s folder.  If a child becomes ill while at preschool, the parent will be notified.  The child will be taken to a quiet area to rest until the parent can pick up.  We request that children be picked up within an hour of being notified.  If you cannot pick up your child, please notify someone on your emergency pick up list.  In case of a dental emergency, posted procedures will be followed and a parent will be notified.  If a child who is under-immunized due to a medical condition or family beliefs is exposed to a vaccine-preventable disease, he will be moved to a private area until a parent is contacted and gives direction about how to proceed with the child’s attendance. In order to reduce the spread of communicable diseases, Preschool staff follow the cleaning policies as set forth in the staff handbook (QPPS 5.3, 5.18, 5.19, 10.5)
Family Conferences and Communication

All preschool children are assessed throughout the year on academic, social and physical skills.  Methods used might include observation, checklists, GOLD assessment, family surveys, observations and discussions from home visits, and individual activities with the teacher to measure progress.  The results are shared with families at conference time.  Families are encouraged to share information or feedback regarding their child’s progress or programming concerns at conferences, on family surveys provided each year, or at any time during the school year.  Teachers will also use assessments to learn more about each student as well as to drive the curriculum and teaching practices used in the classroom.  Additional assessments are used on an individual basis, as needed.  

Teachers and families share information at conference time. Family conferences are held twice each school year. The fall conference is in November and the spring conference is in April.  No class will be held those weeks.  Please check the calendar at the end of the handbook for these dates. If at any time during the school year you have concerns about your child’s development, please contact your child’s teacher to discuss your concerns. (QPPS 4.2, 4.9, 7.3, 10.15)
School Arrival and Dismissal 


For safe arrival to and dismissal from Mrs. Droll’s class, please approach the school on 9th Street/J Avenue.  Pull forward so the unloading car is one car length behind the stop sign along the south side of the street.  If the line is too long to stay in the parameters of the grass, please park on the north side and transfer over when possible.  Her students will use the door on the northeast corner of the building.  

For safe arrival to and dismissal from Miss Kruger’s class, please approach the school on 9th Street/J Avenue and the first car in line will stop in line with the east basketball hoop.  Her students will use the west door of the building.  
For anyone parked along J Avenue in Mrs. Droll’s or Miss Kruger’s lines, you will be parked in a drop off zone and you are not allowed to get out of your car.  If you do, you may be ticketed by the police.
For safe arrival to and dismissal from Mrs. Ross’s class, please approach the school on K Avenue from the west.  Enter the parking lot off of K Avenue, proceed through the parking lot and up the hill.  The first car in line will park on the concrete pad just outside the south door.  Her students will use the south door of the building. 
A teacher will be outside at arrival and dismissal time and will assist your child in and out of the car.  We ask that you stay in your car and pull forward in a valet style to allow the teacher to assist your child in and out of your vehicle.  For safety reasons, we ask that children not be allowed out of the car when staff members are not outside.  If you are running late and no one is outside, please bring your child to the northeast door of the building, call the Preschool and someone will assist you.  Accommodations for children with disabilities will be made on a case by case basis.  


Please notify us if someone unknown is going to pick up your child.  We will not dismiss the child without a special note or phone call from you.


If possible, please call if you will arrive late for pick up.  It is reassuring to your child if the teacher can explain the delay.  Childcare fees in the amount of $16 will be charged if you are more than 5 minutes late in picking up your child. (QPPS 10.9)
Transportation of Students


Grundy Community Preschool and Childcare Center strives to teach children to be safe in all situations.  This includes riding in a motor vehicle.  In compliance with Iowa law, the staff of GCP&CC will not put into a motor vehicle any child who does not have the proper car seat to allow them to travel safely and will not put them in the front seat when the vehicle has a back seat. In Iowa, it is illegal for a preschool age child to ride in a motor vehicle without being properly secured in a car seat or booster seat, depending on the size of the child. It is also illegal to have a child under the age of 12 ride in the front seat of a motor vehicle when there is a back seat in the vehicle.  Without a proper car seat, it will be the driver’s responsibility to secure the child in the car.  If a childcare provider or authorized pick up person picks up a child and a proper car seat is not provided, the family will be contacted.  
Cancellations Due to Bad Weather


If the weather makes travel questionable, please listen to KWWL TV, channel 7 for school cancelations.  You might also consider signing up for Grundy Center School district text alerts at http://www.goo.gl/ecfE2q and choose text alerts and Grundy Center CSD.  We will follow the cancellations of the Grundy Center Public Schools for bad weather only.  If the public schools cancel for the day, preschool is canceled.  If public school is delayed 2 hours, morning preschool will begin at 10:00 and dismiss at regular time.  Afternoon preschool will attend as usual.  If public school dismisses early due to the weather, we will dismiss 10 minutes after the elementary dismisses.  Days missed due to inclement weather will be made up at a later date if possible.  
Field Trips 
Walking field trips may occur once in a while.  For field trips requiring transportation, families will have a note sent home telling them about driving trips and asking for drivers.  We will transport children in cars driven by parents, staff, volunteers, or walk to our destination.   We always use car seats for children and children are in the backseat of cars.

Drivers will be required to provide a copy of his/her driver’s license and auto insurance card as well as complete a Criminal Record Check and FBI fingerprinting which are kept on file at the Center.  There can be no smoking in the vehicle while children are present and provided signs must be posted.

For the safety of the children attendance will be taken prior to leaving preschool, upon arrival at the destination, prior to leaving the destination, and upon arrival back at preschool. (QPPS 10.9)
Supplies


Each child is asked to bring a book bag large enough to hold papers at least 9x12 with his/her name on it and you may chooses a free folder from our August registration or if you prefer your child can pick their own pocket folder to bring (please empty daily) to remain in your child’s book bag all school year to allow projects and correspondence to travel safely between school and home.   Please place all correspondence from home in the child’s folder to ensure safe arrival at school.  If you need assistance in purchasing a book bag for your child, please contact the Preschool.
School Attire


Please have your child come in play clothes so he or she may freely enter into all activities such as art, creative dramatics, or outdoor play.  Shoes should be comfortable for walks, fit well for safety and cover the feet to avoid injury to exposed toes.  


Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather.  Outdoor play occurs all year long except in extreme cold.  Children should have boots, snow pants, mittens, hat or hood to be able to comfortably play outside for at least 15 minutes.  Please mark all items (each boot, mitten, hat, coat, book bag, etc) with your child’s name.  It is surprising how often a child does not recognize his own outerwear in a large group setting.  Lost items will find their way home much quicker if they contain identification.  While our playground has an ample amount of shade, if you are concerned about sun exposure to your child please apply sunscreen prior to your child’s arrival at school.  If bug spray is recommended by the Department of Public Health, parents should apply only insect repellant with DEET to be used up to 1 time per day following the rules of medication administration.  Insect repellent will not be applied by any staff at preschool.

Please do not allow your child to bring toys from home to preschool.  These items often are misplaced among the toys we have or can cause conflict when they cannot be shared as the preschool toys are shared.  On your child’s snack day he or she is invited to bring something from home to share with the class such as a favorite toy, picture, stuffed animal, etc. (QPPS 5.4)
Special Days

Halloween Celebration - - choose a simple costume that your child can wear comfortably to class.  A mask is not necessary.


Christmas - - A party will be held, but there will be no gift exchange among the students.


Valentine’s Day - - The children have a party and each child should bring a valentine for each classmate.  No names should be put on the Valentines about who it is to only whom it is from.


Preschool families may volunteer to serve on party committees.  


Birthdays - - Children may bring treats to be shared with each classmate (individually wrapped items to be sent home please).  Children with summer birthdays will celebrate his/her half birthday during the school year.  Party invitations may be handed out at preschool only if every child is being invited.  If just a selected number of children are being asked to a party, please use the mail.   Preschool will not be responsible for transportation to and from birthday parties.

Snacks


Each day the children will share a snack and 100% juice or milk during their preschool class time.  Families who are willing to donate can send snacks to Preschool to share at snack time.  It is preferred that you do not send sweets except for birthday treats and those should be individually wrapped to send home.  The drink needs to be 100% juice (no products labeled ades, beverages, or drinks) or white milk.  Our state licensing guidelines set by the USDA Child and Adult Care Food Program require that only 100% juice or white milk and nutritious snacks be served to the children, even if provided by the families.  Please do not send juice boxes or fruit snacks/fruit roll ups.  Foods must be either whole fruits or commercially prepared packaged foods in factory sealed containers.  Some possible snack suggestions are listed below, but use your imagination too.  One of our goals is to have the children try new things and let eating be an adventure.  (QPPS 5.10, 5.13, 10.5)

Snack suggestions:

cheese and meat

bread sticks


yogurt


snack mix
fresh fruit


granola


banana bread

pumpkin bread

muffins



pretzels


veggies and dip 
dried fruit
crackers


fruit cups


box of non-sweetened cereal

vanilla wafers


graham crackers

Items that do not meet CACFP guidelines and should not be sent include: cereal bars, granola bars, Rice Krispie treats, fruit snacks, pudding, and flavored milk.



Tuition Information


A non-refundable supplemental fee of $35 is charged when you register your child for 3 year old preschool.  This reserves a space in a class that may have a limited size and helps defray material costs.  Students attending our SWVPP 4 year old program can voluntarily donate the $35 supplemental fee to help cover the cost of items such as Kleenex, snack cups, snack napkins, paper towels, etc.

Tuition is the same fee paid for 9 months regardless of the number of class sessions in each month and regardless of attendance.  Monthly tuition for a 2 day per week class is $73.00, a 4 day per week 4-year-old (by Sept.15) class is $20.00 and a 4 day per week 5-year-old (by Sept. 15) class is $148.00.    Class times are 8:30 to 11:30 or 12:30 to 3:30.  Please send your child’s tuition in his/her folder each month.

Tuition is due the first class session of each month.  A late fee of $5.00 will be added if tuition is not paid in full by the 15th of the month.  After 40 days of non-payment and with no response or communication from the parents, we would regretfully be forced to dismiss the child.  (Note: the 40 days begins from the date of the first class session of the month.)  After 30 more days, all bad debts are handled through the small claims court for collection.  An additional $5.00 will be charged each month of non-payment.  If a check is returned for insufficient funds a $30.00 fee will be charged.  Adjustments to tuition due to lengthy, unavoidable absence will be handled on an individual basis.


The Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program funding covers 10 hours of instructional time per week.  GCP&CC provides 12 hours of preschool per week.  The additional 2 hours are considered non-instructional and includes the first 30 minutes of class which is set aside for arrival and opening, therefore is covered by your monthly tuition of $20 per month.  If a family chooses not to participate in the first 30 minutes, they may contact the Preschool.


Limited scholarship funds are available with awards based on need.  Applications may be obtained at the classroom if you did not receive one.

Family Involvement


Family participation in the preschool is welcomed and encouraged.  Parents have painted the center’s interior, installed the fence, assisted with yard care, building repairs, maintenance, poured concrete, and washed center laundry.  Fundraisers such as garage sales, BBQ contests, bake sales, pizza, pie, butter braid, and fundraiser card sales, puppet sales, food sales and the keepsake brick fundraiser have been organized by parents to assist in purchasing equipment and adding to the general budget.  A significant amount of money is raised through this avenue.  Your time, talents, and energy are deeply appreciated.  Thank you!

Donation of good used toys, supplies and equipment are also very welcome.  We have thinned out some favorites that have seen better days, so if you have some toys that your family has outgrown or you simply think would benefit our children, please know that we do take your extras.  The preschool and childcare center is non-profit, and therefore donations are tax deductible.

Non-Center Activities

Any activities that are not part of the normal program will be the parent’s responsibility to come get their children and return them to Preschool after the activity is finished.

Discipline Policy 
We use positive guidance techniques such as modeling and encouraging expected behavior, redirection, and setting clear limits for all students in our Preschool as referenced in our Admissions Policies.  Time Out is used when necessary.  Children feel comfortable and confident knowing their teachers’ expectations match and respect their developing capabilities. 

Should inappropriate behavior continue, the teacher and the child will talk privately about how to change the behavior.  Inappropriate behavior that continues beyond this point will be discussed with the family for solutions and consideration will be given for an AEA contact for possible modifications.  If all efforts result in no behavior changes and there are safety concerns, other arrangements for the child will need to be considered first short-term and long-term only after no resolutions with the above steps are observed. (QPPS 1.6, 6.1)
Release

Our goal is that all children obtain the maximum benefit from our early childhood programs.  Because children are our business, we strive to maintain the healthiest environment possible for those in our care.  Family support and assistance is needed to keep communication lines open between themselves and the staff and the director.  

In the rare occurrence a student is experiencing difficulty in adjusting to a group setting and/or abiding by rules of behavior at the preschool, GCP&CC and the Grundy Center school district program administrator will work with employees of the AEA in order to ensure students receive services needed to be successful.

Access Policy


Families shall be afforded unlimited access to their children and to the provider caring for their children during the center’s hours of operation or whenever their children are in the care of a provider, unless contact is prohibited by court order.  Any person who has not had an approved record check by the center shall not have unrestricted access to children for whom that person is not the parent, guardian, or custodian.  Persons who do not have unrestricted access will be under the direct supervision of a paid staff member.  Persons without permission to be on site will be contacted by a staff member and the intruder policy will be followed if necessary.  Any person convicted of a sex offense against a minor and are required to register with the Iowa sex offender registry may only be on the premises for the time necessary to transport the offender’s own minor child to and from the center.
Child Care


Childcare at our Center is available from 6:30 AM to 6:00 PM.  Before and after school programs may be available.  Call the director to make arrangements.  We participate in the Child and Adult Care Food Program so nutritious snacks and well-balanced menus are followed.  Children may eat breakfast, lunch and two snacks at no additional expense.  Space is limited and prior arrangements must be made with the director.

Weapons

Weapons of any kind will not be allowed on the premises.  Children should not bring toys to school on their sharing day that are weapons.  (QPPS 10.5)

Biting

Biting is a very common behavior among children birth to three years.  Biting is a form of communication, as biting is almost always a response to a child’s needs not being met or coping with a challenge or stressor.  The center will observe the child and document observations, including behaviors and context (when, where, how, who- adults and children) both before and after biting occurs to identify functions of the behavior.  It is also helpful to know when the behavior is absent.  The purpose of the assessment is to identify the potential causes for biting so that further incidents can be prevented.

When a biting incident occurs, the child who was bitten should be immediately cared for and shown concern and support.  The child who bit should be taught in a caring and firm way that the behavior is not acceptable.  GCP&CC will provide an accident/incident report form to the parents of involved children.  A copy of the form will be maintained in the child’s file, documentation will be helpful if the biting is not an isolated incident.  When informing parents that their child has been bitten or bit another child, the staff of GCP&CC and volunteers will maintain confidentiality and not give out any names of the children involved.  The staff at GCP&CC will use first aid training for appropriate care of injuries from human bites.

Preschool Calendar 2023-2024 

8/3


Parent Registration

8/28


Open House

9/5
Regular classes begin 8:30-11:30 OR 12:30-3:30 

10/06


Fall fundraiser - supper and raffle

10/19-10/21

Fall Clean-up days

10/26


Open House/Family Night

10/30 or 10/31
Halloween Celebrations

11/6 or 11/9

Picture Day – Photos back by Christmas 

10/25-11/7

Pastry Fundraiser

11/20-11/23

No Preschool - - Fall Conferences and Thanksgiving Break

12/20 or 12/21
Christmas Parties

12/22-1/1
No School – Christmas Break

1/2


Classes resume

2/13 & 2/14

Valentines Parties

3/11-3/12

No School - - Spring Break

4/?


Fundraiser card sales

Date to be 



Determined

Spring pictures

Date to be 

determined

No Preschool - Spring Conferences

Date to be

Elementary Round Up 

determined
5/3


End of year celebration 

5/8 & 5/9

Last day of preschool

We follow the school calendar for all days off including in-service days and vacations.  Scheduled early dismissal days and late arrivals are NOT included - - Preschool is still in session.
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